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SCIENCE@PLAY
THE SNIS PROPOSAL GAME

If you have followed the SNIS over the last fifteen years, you 
know we are always quick to adopt new technologies to 
improve the communication of our projects. We started making 
short videos back in 2009, and branched out to create feature-
length science documentaries a few years later. Podcasts 
followed; and even theater performances were used by some 
select projects. In any case, we were usually a bit quicker to take 
up new trends than the ’bigger players’. The lab like character of 
the SNIS allows for experiments for as long as the SNIS staff 
act as developers, ensuring the development process incurrs 
no extra costs.

Following the template of ‘SNIS staff oversees development 
of new technology’, we wanted to address a simple issue. We 
often received the same questions asked for our Call, even 
though the Call is very detailed and there is a FAQ section on the 
website. We thought that maybe by gamifying these questions, 
we would have a better chance of getting the message across. 
To implement the game, we chose the Unity development plat-
form, because it allows for the development of sophisticated 

games without incurring licensing costs. Being a newcomer to 
Unity, Kerstin set out to creating the SNIS proposal game. Along 
the way, she found out how difficult it (still) is to create such 
a prototype game. She also discovered that the community 
of developers is quick to help, and that one can even employ 
highly specialised experts in all corners of the world. More 
importantly, Kerstin also managed to fathom the possible uses 
of this new type of tool for science communication.

In 2023, we will continue with  game development as a commu-
nication strategy – with one PI who is very interested in explo-
ring this possibility. You can expect more releases by the SNIS 
game studio.
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STRUCTURESTRUCTURE
SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

GOVERNING COMMITTEE

SNIS AWARD COMMITTEE

Susan Parnell
University of Bristol

Jan Klabbers
Academy of Finland

Peter Egger
ETH Zurich

Marie-Laure Salles Djelic
Geneva Graduate Institute

Paul Ladd
UNRISD Director

James W. Davis
University of St. Gallen

Mira Burri
University of Lucerne

Siegfried Weichlein
University of Fribourg

Ellen Hertz
University of Neuchâtel

Jonas Tallberg
Stockholm University

Anders Vikat
UN Economic Commission for Europe

Manfred Elsig   
University of Bern

Dominik Hangartner/Isabel Günther
ETH Zurich

Stéphane Berthet
University of Geneva

Anki Sjoeberg
Fight for Humanity

Vally Koubi
ETH Zurich & University of Bern

Corinne Pernet
University of Basel

Kenneth Harttgen
ETH Zurich

Andrea Sylvia Winkler
University of Oslo

Jürg Utzinger
Swiss Tropical and Public 
Health Institute

Daniel Meier 
Associated researcher
Sciences Po Grenoble
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IGC AWARD COMMITEE

SECRETARIAT

Antonia Mihaylova
International Union for the  
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

Marcelo Di Pietro Peralta
World Intellectual Property  
Organisation (WIPO)

Adam Day
United Nations University 
Geneva Office

Francesco Pisano
UN Library – United Nations Office  
in Geneva (UNOG)

Bernard Kuiten
World Trade Organisation (WTO)

Richard Lukacs
World Economic Forum (WEF)

Ana Luiza Thompson Flores
UNESCO liaison office Geneva

Marie McAuliffe
International Organization 
for Migration (IOM)

Samir Yeddes
Permanent Mission of 
Switzerland to the UN

Catherine Saget
International Labour Organization Research 
Department (ILO)

Agi Veres
UNDP Geneva Head

Charlotte Warakaulle
European Organisation for 
Nuclear Research (CERN)

Catalin Marinescu
Strategy & Planning division, International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU)

In 2022, the core team running the Secretariat stayed the same: 

Bernhard Fuhrer, Director (80%)

Damien Marti, Project Manager (80%) 

Ruxandra Stoicescu, Communication (80%)

 

This core team was supported by Moustapha Bamanga Abbas, 
who filled the intern position starting in September 2021.
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SWISS NETWORK
FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES
Phone : +41 22 525 05 47
Adresse : Rue Rothschild 20, 1202 Genève
Website : snis.ch 

Funding
policy-relevant 
research

Promoting 
international studies 
in Switzerland

Connecting 
Switzerland’s academics 
to International Geneva


